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1. Introduction: 
 

The persistent organic pollutant (POPs) are organic Compounds with Carbon as a 
main element in their structure. These compounds are either of a natural, 
anthropogenic or artificial origin. or artificial origin. They have a variety of physical 
and chemical properties that include: resistant to degradation in the environment 
(persistence), toxicity, bio-accumulation, transportation through air, water and 
migratory Species across international boundaries, where they accumulate in 
terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems far from their places of release associated with 
hazardous effects on human health and the environment. 
 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants was adopted in a 
diplomatic Conference (22-23 May,2001 in Stockholm - Sweden) and entered into 
force on 17 May, 2003. Participants could benefit from the early establishment of 
national implementation plans, according to Article 7 of the Convention, and would 
therefore be able to fulfill the requirements of the Convention. 
 

In this respect, the UNEP chemicals is organizing a chain of regional workshops to 
support the implementation of Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
pollutants. Egypt was selected to host the Regional workshop for the Arab countries 
and Islamic Republic of Iran in the cultural center (Cairo House), the Ministry of 
State for Environmental Affairs, Egypt, during the period 21-24 Feb. 2005. This 
workshop was organized in the framework of the UN Chemical Capacity-building 
program, that basically aims at providing technical assistance to developing countries 
to support their capacities in the field of establishing national programs for chemical 
management and implementation of international Conventions, such as Stockholm 
Convention on persistent Organic pollutants, Rotterdam convention on prior-
Informed consent procedure for certain hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 
International Trade and Basel Convention. 
 

Participants in this workshop included high-ranking government officials, decision-
makers in environmental authorities of 17 Arab countries in addition to Iran, a 
number of representatives of international organizations, industry, academic and 
environmental associations and NGOS, a number that reached abort 80 Participants. 
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2. Objectives of the workshop: 
 

a. Providing the Egyptian experience, represented in the Ministry of State for 
Environmental Affairs, in the field of preparing the national Implementation 
plan for Stockholm Convention on (POPs). 

b. Increasing awareness of the requirements of Stockholm Convention on 
(POPs). 

c. Experience exchange between Arab Countries and related international 
organizations concerning planning and implementation of the obligations 
specified in the convention. 

d. Involvement and views exchange. 
e. Discussing the requirements and means to support the co-ordination of all the 

activities related to chemical management. 
f. Consideration of methods related to supporting capacities of states in the field 

of chemical management and implementation of the convention. 
 

The objectives also a in clued providing information to states on the 
implementation of Stockholm convention on (POPs), Rotterdam Convention and 
Basel Convention on unified global system for categorizing hazardous substances 
(GHS) and Strategic Approach to International chemical management (SAICAM). 

 
On the Strategic Approach to International Chemical Management (SAICM). 

Another objective is providing technical support to countries concerning how to 
develop effective policies and adequate legislations as part of their national strategies 
and action plans and programs on the sound management of chemicals. Also to help 
national authorities in implementing national, regional and international measures 
required to fulfil the obligations of the international conventions referred to earlier 
and to carry out the unified global system (GHS) for categorizing hazardous 
substances and to take the executive steps needed to issue the Strategic Approach to 
International chemical management (SAICM). 
 
• Place of workshop: 
 

Cairo House. 

• Period of workshop: 
 

21-24 February, 2005. 

• Delegations residence: 
 

Jazira Sheraton Hotel 

• Funding resource: The Swiss Agency for the Environment, 
Forests and Lands- Switzerland 
 

• Organizing authority: 
 

The UNEP – chemicals unit 
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3. Speeches: 
 

The Speech H.E. Minister Maged George Elias, 
Egyptians Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs  

 
 

 Mrs. Fatoumata Keita Ouane, representative of the United Nation 
Environmental Program. 

 
 Dr. David Pier, representative of the Global Environmental Facility. 

 
 Mrs. Gabriella Ester Lou, representative of the Swiss Agency for the 

Environment Forests and Lands. 
 
 Ladies and gentlemen. 

 
First, I would like to thank the UNEP, the GEF, the Swiss Agency for the 

environment, Forests and Lands, all the Arab participants attending today and all the 
guests from different ministries and competent authorities, Thank you all for your 
participation in our "Regional workshop on the implementation of the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and Synergies with other chemical 
related Agreements" This workshop represents our hopes to achieve the goal of 
Article 23 of the implementation plan of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development held in Johannesburg in 2002 to use chemicals in away that guarantees 
the reduction of hazardous effects on human health and the environment. This 
ultimate goal is to be achieved through co-operation among all national , regional, 
and international organization and authorities enhanced by technical and financial 
support from the Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and Lands. In this 
sense, we all have great aspirations for. involvement of concerned authorities on 
national regional and international levels. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Rio de Janeiro announcement that was issued by the first 
world summit in Brazil in 1992 is considered to be corner stone in the environment 
development relationship. By the time the Second world Summit of Johannesburg 
was held in 2002, many perceptions had changed and developed to specify 
sustainable development as part and parcel of the environmental protection system 
on all levels. Consequently, there was a need to take legal measures, on the 
international level, to reach a compromise between sustainable development and 
environmental protection with regard to the reduction of poverty. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen , it is a fact that industrial chemicals and pesticides are 
essential elements in the process of developing national economy as they contribute 
effectively to removing obstacles to development and also to the reduction of 
poverty. However, the use of those substances throughout their life cycle is 
associated with a variety of risks to human health and the environment. Therefore, 
the real challenge facing the international community is the necessity to balance the 
use of chemical needed for development and the protection of environment for future 
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generations. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the integrated management of chemicals for the purpose of 

achieving sustainable development by 2020 requires co-ordinating efforts to 
implement concerned environmental agreements through the "Strategic Approach on 
International Chemicals Management" (SAICM). The second meeting of the 
preparatory Committee on (SAICM) that was held in Nairobi last year during the 
period from 4-8 October 2004 ended with positive resulting. We are strongly 
involved in these meeting and are awaiting for the third meeting due to be held next 
September. 
 
The main points of concern during the coming stage include: 

1) Identification of present problems and setting priorities. 
2) Assessment and analysis of these problems and their causes. 
3) Finding the best viable and practical solutions, taking the effects on Social 

and economic conditions into consideration. 
4) Providing technical and financial support. 
5) Measurement of monitoring, assessment and guidance process. 

 
Lately, different national authorities and organizations and funding states have 

effectively participated in supporting environmental protection at international level, 
searching for technical solutions, through profound, integrated studies to protect the 
environment from different polluting sources. All these efforts together represent co-
ordinated , global work aiming to face all environmental challenges at present. 
 

The linkage between environment at national the level on the one hand and at the 
regional and international levels on the other is defining strong as each affects and is 
affected by the other. Moreover, this linkage plays a vital role in creating a coherent 
framework for man's activities to keep the environment safe and sound for a better,  
and prosperous future for humanity. 
          

Ladies and gentlemen: In the framework of co-operation at  the regional level, we 
had our meeting with different Arab states on which we discussed mechanisms and 
plans for sustainable development as well as  the role of civil society associations in 
carrying out this initiative, that is considered to be a basis for establishing the 
environmental action system and aims at realizing economic development. We also 
discussed participation in a workshop on building capacities in co-operation with the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Department to exchange information about 
the regional and international experiments in the field of sustainable development 
and the establishment of infrastructure. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, In the framework of this workshop on the implementation 
of Stockholm Convention and synergies with other related agreements, the 
Stockholm convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants specifies the requirements 
needed to reduce / eliminate the production and use of industrial chemicals and 
pesticides under the convention (10 substances). The convention also specifies 
obligations related to the import and export of these substances and the reduction of 
unintentionally produced substances, i.e, Dioxins and Furans. 
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It is the objective of the Rotterdam Convention to support mutual responsibility 
and to enhance cooperative efforts among member states in the international trade on 
certain hazardous chemicals for the purpose of protecting human health and the 
environment from the hazards of these substances and contributing to their 
environmentally sound use through exchanging information on them. In other words, 
the Convention provides an "early alarm system" to help states to increase protection 
against illegal traffic in banned hazardous chemicals in the international trade. It also 
aims at integrating other agreements in the life cycle of chemicals management. 
 

While the Rotterdam Convention focuses on international trade and not on the 
production of the substances in question, the Stockholm Convention is concerned 
with the production, export and monitoring of persistent organic pollutants. In the 
framework of the national effects to implement both convention it is necessary to 
take all the related obligations and procedures into consideration in an integrated 
manner to avoid repetition of work. 
 

Concerning the Basel Convention on the transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes and their disposal, it specifies the obligations related to the boundary 
movement of hazardous wastes. The three mentioned Conventions are all taken into 
account when working out the national strategy for hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
 

But in order to implement and fulfill the obligations of these conventions, it is 
necessary to build the capacities of developing countries that face incredibly limited 
financial resources. Therefore, providing technical and financial support is needed to 
carry out the related agreements, Being basic elements in the process of  
transparency and participation of the civil society are basic elements in the process of 
implementing laws and related conventions, they were taken into consideration by 
the national committee and the National Implementation Plan Project to be integrated 
in all concerned activities. 
 

Realizing the importance of environmental protection, the A. R. E. represented by 
the Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs and other competent authorities, has 
introduced some measures for implementation taking strategic planning into account 
as a basic method for the integrated management of chemicals and related 
environmentally agreements. 
These measures include : 
 

• Issuing environmental law 4/94, that includes a whole chapter on hazardous 
substances & wastes , and its executive regulations. 

• Ratification on Basel Convention. 
• Ratification on Stockholm Convention. 
• Taking the necessary administrative steps to ratify on Rotterdam Convention. 
• Ratification on Montreal Protocol. 
• Establishing a ministerial committee related to international environmental 

agreements to meet periodically. 
• Establishing the hazardous substances Management and Information System 

in Egypt with the support of the Swiss Agency for Development and 
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Cooperation. with a huge database of 5400 of chemical substances. This is 
updated every four months and is available to all ministries and competent 
authorities, including the Customs Authority.  

• Establishing and implementing the Agricultural Pesticides Integrated 
Protection  Program, that resulted in the reduction of the use of pesticides in 
Egypt from 26 thousand tons to 4.5 tons annually. 

• Banning the use of 80 chlorinated pesticides since 1996. 
• Establishing the strategy of "cleaner production" the sources of persistent 

organic pollutants release. 
• Establishing a strategy to air quality. 
• Commitment to the preparation of the National Implementation Plan on 

Persistent Organic Pollutants, in accordance with Article 7 of the convention. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, with the success achieved in preparing the NIP related to 
Stockholm Convention and other related work, we all meet together at the national, 
regional and international levels to assess our gained and exchanged experience as a 
preliminary completed stage moving toward a greater stage that is about to begin . 

  
This greater stage is a pushing – forward power meant to achieve the objective of 

the implementation plan, in accordance with the recommendations of the world 
summit 2002. We are honored to be here working together by all means of success, 
keeping in mind an image of a prosperous future for our dear country, our Arab 
nation and the international community as a whole. We do believe in the necessity 
for communication, coordination and participation and in the right of future 
generations all over the world to have a new, clean environment .what is being 
achieved here of developed thinking clear vision and the national regional and 
international participation witness to the fact that the future would be God's willing 
much better than the present and the past. 

 
Finally, I am confident that our discussions on this workshop would result in 

important recommendations that would lead to more development towards building  
the capacities of Arab nations in chemicals management, in accordance with related 
environmental conventions for a better future of sustainable development.                         
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Opening speech by Ms. Fatoumata Ouane,  
representative of UNEP Chemicals and Stockholm 

 Convention Secretariat 

 
You Excellency Eng . Maged George Elias, Minister of State for Environmental 

Affairs of Egypt, Your excellency Charles Edouard Ambassador of Switzerland in 
Egypt, colleagues and representatives of Intergovernmental organizations, colleagues 
and representatives of countries, dear participants, I have the pleasure to address this 
assembly on behalf of UNEP and the Secretariats of Rotterdam and Stockholm 
Conventions and to welcome you at this sub-regional workshop on the 
implementation of Stockholm Convention and synergies with other chemical related 
agreements. 
 

During the past year 2 agreements designed for protecting human health and the 
environment from the inappropriate use of chemicals have entered in force. 
 

Your countries are therefore called and have committed to face an increasing 
weight of responsibilities in this connection, for the benefit of present and future 
generations but nonetheless it represents a load. 
 

Conscious of these emerging duties and committed to walk the way to safer 
environment with you, UNEP strives through its capacity building programme to 
promote positive technical, ecological and political changes that will contribute to 
global sustainable development and thereby improve people's living conditions and 
prospects. In doing that we are fortunate to be able to rely on a similar commitment 
from the government of Switzerland who is giving us the financial means to foster 
safe chemical management in countries and to promote synergies. 
 

The third and indispensable element of the partnership is you the country partners 
and we acknowledge your dedication to the cause we are serving. 
 

Excellency Eng . Maged George Elias, the efforts of your country and your 
commitment that led to the establishment of the Egyptian hazardous substance 
information and management system and to the successful completion of phase 3 of 
the Egyptian national implementation that is entering now in phase 4, the last 
substantive one are encouragements for us. 
 

The challenge ahead of us is however big and calls for comprehensive concepts 
and decisive action. We need to consider all resources, knowledge and capacity to 
face this challenge. Two elder conventions (Montreal and Basel) which also convey 
concerns on specific action of specific chemicals or a specific lifestage of chemicals 
have been in place for a while and the success of our actions necessitates inclusion of 
their knowledge and wisdom. We need to promote synergies among all. 
 

Although these conventions may seem limited in number of chemicals or segment, 
they cover altogether the entire lifecycle of chemicals and management needs, and 
therefore set the capabilities to deal with the whole range of chemical management. 
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This is important if we recall that some 500 million tons of chemicals are produced, 
used and processed worldwide each year. Damage to human health by chemicals and 
pollution of natural resources jeopardises the livelihoods of the entire population and 
Chemicals know no boundaries as shown by the case of the POP, the travelers 
without passport they have been called by Dr. Topfer, the executive director of 
UNEP. 
 

In less than 3 months the first conference of the parties of Stockholm Convention 
will be held in Punte del Este, Uruguay. 9 of the countries participating in this 
workshop are parties and will need to start the race against the calendar to meet their 
obligations within deadline. Together we will endeavour to shed some light on the 
path during this week. The Stockholm Convention national implementation plans 
being developed by countries will provide a unique opportunity to access donors 
funding for chemical management activities and this will also be addressed. 
 

The issue of complementarily between the conventions has been on the table of 
other gatherings even in the region and some understanding had been reached. 
 

Hence we do not have to reinvent the wheel, but we must find the ways to make it 
operational in the particular circumstances of the region. We should strive for action 
and must pay increased attention to the way we do things and not just what we do. I 
invite you to build on previous discussions, to shape concrete processes for achieving 
coordinated implementation of the Chemical conventions with particular emphasis 
on stakeholders' knowledge and potentials, Best practices and Integration of 
activities. 
 

Your excellencies, dear colleagues and participants, I cannot end this speech 
without special thanks to the Ministry of State for Environment Affairs of Egypt and 
its Environmental affairs agency for the professional assistance and kind hospitality, 
the Regional Center for Training and Technology Transfer for the Arab States for 
their collaboration in the organization of the workshop and again the government of 
Switzerland for generous support. And moreover I thank the participants and your 
Excellencies for taking time from your overloaded agendas to be with us for a while 
or for more. 
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Welcome Address by Mr. Nelson Sabogal, the Secretariat 
 of the Basel Convention representative (SBC) 

 
On behalf of the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, I wish to welcome all of you 

to this workshop on the implementation of Stockholm Convention and synergies with 
the Basel and Rotterdam Conventions and the Montreal Protocol co-organized by the 
Basel Convention Regional Centre for the Arab States for Training and Technology 
Transfer located in Cairo (BCRC-Egypt) and UNEP-Chemicals with the financial 
support of the Government of Switzerland. 
 

This workshop is taking place at the same time of the twenty-third session of the 
Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) that is being held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 21 to 25 
February and where discussions on cooperation between the Montreal Protocol, the 
Basel Convention, Rotterdam Convention and the Stockholm Convention will take 
place. 
 

The workshop will allow us to identify and discuss common issues of the Basel, 
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions and the Montreal Protocol. Our aim is to 
strengthen the co-operation among the national Focal Points and other stakeholders 
involved in the process of implementation and enforcement of these Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements, to identify the difficulties and obstacles in their 
implementation, linkages, areas of synergy and coordinated implementation of 
Conventions, tools and institutional arrangements needed to support the 
implementation of these four global Agreements. 

 
The Secretariat recognizes the efforts of the Basel Convention Regional Centre in 

Egypt and the host country in order to make this workshop a success. 
 

We also recognize the participation of Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iran 
(Islamic Republic of), Jordan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab 
Emirates, Yemen and Switzerland. 
 

We are convinced that the sharing of information and experience among the 
countries present, the majority of which are served by the Basel Convention Regional 
Centre for the Arab States, will facilitate the implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam 
and Stockholm Conventions and the Montreal Protocol. Synergies will bring 
economy of scale and the sharing of know-how that is critical for an efficient and 
effective implementation of chemicals and waste related instruments. 
 

This workshop in general will support the aims of the Strategic Plan for the 
implementation of the Basel Convention adopted at the sixth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties held in Geneva in December 2002. The Strategic Plan 
builds on the achievements of the first decade of the Basel Convention, the Basel 
Declaration that asserts a vision that the environmentally sound management of 
hazardous and other wastes is accessible to all Parties, emphasizing the minimization 
of such wastes and the strengthening of the capacity building. 
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It is our aim that at the end of the workshop, building on the discussions during the 
presentations and the Working Groups, we will have a plan on how the co-operation 
among these four Multilateral Environmental Agreements could be operationalized 
into projects and activities in order to address issues such as inventories, guidance in 
drafting legislation that transposes Basel Convention provisions into national law, in 
terms of both waste management and shipment requirements, exchange concerning 
best practice in managing various types of hazardous wastes, POPs, other chemicals 
and substances that deplete the ozone layer,  prevention, detection and monitoring of 
illegal traffic or in other areas that are of importance to your countries and a joint 
assessment by the countries of the region of how the Centre could be best organised 
to meet regional and sub-regional needs. The life-cycle approach, integrated waste 
management, waste minimization and regional approach are policy directions that 
Governments have identified as essential to progress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 - 11 -

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE  
IMPLEMENTATION OF STOCKHOLM 

CONVENTION AND SYNERGIES WITH OTHER 
CHEMICAL RELATED AGREEMENTS 

EGYPT, 21 to 24  February 2005 

Opening Statement by Gabriela Löw 
Representative of the Swiss Government 

 
Check against delivery 

 
 Honourable Minister Maged Goerge, Egyptian Ministry of State for 

Environmental Affairs 
 Excellencies 
 Experts and participants attending this seminar 
 Ladies and gentlemen 

 
It is my pleasure and privilege to welcome you on behalf of the Government of 

Switzerland to this subregional workshop promoting implementation of the 
Stockholm Convention and synergies with other chemical related agreements. First, I 
would like to express my gratitude to our hosts, the Government of Egypt, for their 
hospitality and their support for this important regional event. Furthermore, I 
specially thank the experts from UNEP Chemicals and the Egyptian Environmental 
Affairs Agency for their excellent preparation and organisation of this seminar. 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, following the Rio conference in 1992 there has been 
considerable success with issues related to chemicals and waste. Since then, 
governments have agreed on important international legal instruments and 
frameworks for the sound management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
However, much remains to be done. There are still gaps in the international regime; 
such as synergies, coherence and mutual supportiveness between the existing 
international instruments should be further improved; and most importantly, many 
countries lack the capacity for an effective implementation of international 
commitments on chemicals.  

 
I would like to highlight three important global events and processes, which have 

given great attention to the sound management of chemicals and wastes since the Rio 
conference. These are the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), the 
process for the development of a Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 
Management (SAICM) and UNEP. 
 

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development, which took place in 
Johannesburg, South Africa in September 2002, ministers and heads of state from 
around the world outlined the path for sustainable development of our planet. One of 
the significant outcomes was the adoption of the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation. Paragraph 23 of this plan expresses a clear commitment to the 
sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of hazardous wastes, 
with a view to sustainable development. It also calls for a rapid ratification and 
implementation of the Rotterdam (PIC) Convention and of the Stockholm (POPs) 
Convention; for an implementation of the Globally Harmonised System for the 
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS); for partnerships for the sound 
management of chemicals and wastes; and, last but not least, it calls for reduction of 
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the risks posed by heavy metals. Based on these points and on the relevant decisions 
of UNEP’s governing bodies, a process was launched to develop a Strategic 
Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM).  

 
Switzerland is convinced that only increasing awareness and the exchange of 

information between all stakeholders can improve the environmentally sound manner 
of handling hazardous chemicals and wastes in the future. Consequently, the 
concerns of our partners from developing countries about the sound management of 
chemicals are taken very seriously by the Swiss Government. Therefore, through the 
United Nations Institute for Training and research (UNITAR), we are supporting 
different bilateral projects on the GHS and national implementation plans related to 
the Stockholm Convention, and we were and are running a series of seminars and 
workshops with UNEP Chemicals, addressing the various problems in the proper 
implementation of multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) related to 
chemicals and waste, including this regional seminar in Cairo. Moreover, 
Switzerland is supporting the active involvement of developing countries in 
preparing the SAICM process, by financing the regional meetings in Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and Central and Eastern Europe, in preparation for PrepCom2. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, we now have three multilateral environmental agreements 

that are directly relevant to international policy on chemicals and waste: the 
Stockholm (POPs) Convention, the Rotterdam (PIC) Convention, and the Basel 
Convention on hazardous wastes. The work of these three conventions is inextricably 
interlinked and they are mutually supportive. 

 
In this context, the first Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam (PIC) 

Convention, which took place in September 2004, entrusted Switzerland and Italy 
with hosting the permanent Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention within UNEP 
Chemicals in Geneva and the FAO in Rome. Switzerland is very honoured by this 
decision, which wisely offers the PIC Secretariat the best opportunity to exploit 
synergies with other international organisations that are based in Geneva and Rome 
and work in the environmental field. Thus Switzerland is privileged for Geneva to 
host UNEP Chemicals, the Basel Convention Secretariat, the interim POPs 
Secretariat, the industrial chemicals section of the permanent PIC Secretariat, the 
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemicals Safety (IFCS), the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) to mention just a few such 
organisations. Furthermore, most countries already have permanent missions in 
Geneva, so they can follow the work of this important multilateral environmental 
agreement closely, without incurring additional costs. 

 
Switzerland therefore hopes, that the governments present here and Parties to the 

upcoming first Conference of the Parties to the POPs Convention (which is to take 
place in May 2005 in Punta del Este, Uruguay) will give their support to the Swiss 
offer to host the permanent POPs Secretariat in the International Environment in 
Geneva. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, in view of our responsibility towards future generations, 
Switzerland is happy to share its knowledge with all of you for the sake of a safer, 
cleaner world. I am therefore very glad to have this opportunity to work with national 
chemical experts and with UNEP, UNIDO, GEF and Basel Convention specialists 
here in Cairo and to make my own contribution to your important and highly 
appreciated work. 

 
I am sure that this seminar will be a success for all of us, and look forward to 

fruitful discussions with you over the next few days. 
 

Thank you very much.  
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4. Workshop Agenda: 
 

FIRST DAY 21/02/2005 
 
TIME TOPIC SPEAKER 

Opening Session 
9:00 – 10:00 • Official opening of the workshop 

• Welcoming addresses by hosts and 
organizers 

• Introduction of participants 

• Speech by H.E. the Minister (MSEA   

• UNEP/Stockholm 
Convention  
• Basel Convention
• Switzerland’s 
Government 
Representative. 
• H.E. Eng . 
Maged George 
Elias, the 
Minister of State 
for 
Environmental 
Affairs 

10:00 – 10:30  Coffee break 
1st  Session  

Session Chair: Prof. Dr Murad Abd El Kader 
(Vice-President of Ain Shams University for Society and Environment Affairs- Ain Shams University) 

Session Reporter: Dr. Soliman El Zaben  
                                                                              (Saudi Arabia) 
10:30 – 11:00 Meeting objectives, agenda, presentation of 

participants, designation of chairperson and 
reporter 

Tarek El 
Ruby/Fatoumata 
Ouane 

Chemical related multilateral Agreements 

Presentations will cover the main chemical related agreements, the difficulties and 
obstacles in their implementation, Linkages, areas of synergy and coordinated 

implementation of Conventions, tools and institutional arrangements needed to support the 
implementation of conventions (Stockholm, Rotterdam, Basel and Montreal) 

11:00 – 11:25 Montreal Protocol Abdulelah Al 
Wadaee 

11:25 – 11:50 Basel Convention Nelson Sabogal

11:50– 12:15 Stockholm Convention Fatoumata Ouane

12:15 – 12:30 Questions and Plenary discussions 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch break 
2nd Session 

Session Chair: Dr Fatma Abo Shouk 
(Head of Environmental Management Sector-EEAA) 

Session Reporter: Dr. Gamal El Lozy    
(Yemen) 



 

 - 15 -

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE  
IMPLEMENTATION OF STOCKHOLM 

CONVENTION AND SYNERGIES WITH OTHER 
CHEMICAL RELATED AGREEMENTS 

EGYPT, 21 to 24  February 2005 

13:30 – 14:30 Rotterdam Convention 

The Chemicals MEAs family: synergies in the 
implementation 

David Piper 

 
Overview of the current status of Stockholm Convention National Implementation Plan 

(NIP) and other MEAs in the Arab League 
14:30-17:30 Country presentations on the national status of the 

NIP of Stockholm Convention, the implementation 
of other MEAs and Approaches for meeting the 

WSSD 2020 goals at national level 
19:00 Reception-H.E. Eng. Maged Goerge- Ministry of 

State for Environmental Affairs 
 

SECOND DAY 22/02/2005 
 

3rd Session 
Session Chair: Prof. Dr Abd El Azim Tantawy 

(Head of Agricultural Research Center-Ministry of Agriculture) 
Session Reporter: Dr. Abdulla Al-Naemi   

(QATAR) 
9:00-11:00 Country presentations (continue) 
11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 
11:30 – 12:30 1. Stockholm convention Action Plans 

development:  

a. Key issues and decision guidance 

b. Specific examples  

David Piper

Possible regional approaches for meeting some Convention obligations:  
 

12:30 – 13:30 • Lunch break 

4th Session 
Session Chair: Dr. Magdy Allam ] 

(General Manager of Great Cairo and El Fayoum Branch-EEAA) 
Session Reporter: Dr. Mohamed Odlah Hussein Khashashneh 

(Jordan) 
13:30 – 14: 00 • Opportunities and obstacles in 

implementing NIPs. in Arab countries 

• Presentation and plenary discussions. 

 

Tarek El Ruby

14:00 – 14:30 • UNEP ROWA 

 

Abdulelah Al Wadaee
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The next steps in the Stockholm convention implementation 

14:30 – 15:15 Beyond the NIPs development: creating 
synergies for implementation 

• Mainstreaming the necessary NIP actions 
into normal Government business 

• NIP submission and finding resources 

David Piper

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee break 
16:45 – 17:00 BCRC presentation Prof El Aref

17:00 – 17:30 NGO Presentation Dr. Abd El Salam

`19:00 Reception- Swiss Embassy in Cairo  
END OF DAY 

 
THIRD DAY 23/02/2005 

 
5th Session 

Session Chair: Prof. Dr Salah Soliman 
(Professor of Pesticide chemistry and Toxicology-Faculty of Agriculture-Alexandria University) 

Session Reporter: Dr. Mohamed A. El Aoushar  
(Lybia) 

International and national efforts for enhancing chemical management (Relevant 
capacity building programmes of IGOs to support MEA implementation and to meet 
the WSSD 2020 goals (FAO, UNEP, UNITAR, ETC…)
9:00 - 9:30 Global Harmonization System 

(GHS) 
Eng. Tarek Eid

09:30 - 10:15 Green custom initiative Abdulelah Al 
Wadaee

10:15 – 10:40 • Other regional project (Central Lab. 
for analysis of pesticides residues and 
heavy metals on food) 

Dr. Yasser 
Mohamed

10:40 – 11:00 Working Group I 

• Instructions and composition of 
groups 

David Piper

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 

11:30 – 12:00 Actions upon becoming Party 

COP1: Issues to prepare for and 
expectations 

The way forward to Convention 
Implementation  

Role and functions of focal points: 

Fatoumata Ouane
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Strengthening needs. 

12:00 – 13:00 Working Groups: Common issues and 
problems in chemical management for 
countries of the regions and possible 
solutions (national and international) 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

6th Session 
Session Chair: Prof. Dr Ali Abo Sdeira 

(Head of Central Department of Regional Branches-EEAA) 
Session Reporter: Dr. Mostafa Sadeghi Meidodi     

(Iran) 
14:00 – 15:30 Working group 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break 

16:00 – 17:30 Presentation of working results  PARTICIPANT

17:30 – 18:00 Introduction of working II 

`19:00 Reception-Dr. Mohamed S. Khalikl CEO 
of EEAA 

END OF DAY 
 

FOURTH DAY 24/02/2005 
 

7th Session 
Session Chair: Prof. Dr Saad Hassan 

(Dean -of the Faculty of Science-Ain Shams University)  
 
9:00 – 10:00 Presentation of working groups results 

Working group I 

Reformation of recommendations 

10:00 – 11:30   
 

Working group II 

Technical concerns  

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee break 

12:00 – 13:00 Conclusions and recommendations 

Closing 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

14:00 – 17:00 Visit  

`19:00 Reception 

END OF DAY 
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5. Participants: 
 
A. At national level : 

1- Egypt's Environmental Affairs Agency. 

2- The Ministry's Technical Office. 

3- Environmental Management Sector. 

4- Environmental Quality Sector. 

5- Nature Prospectors Sector. 

6- Central Management of Branches. 

7- Ministry of Agriculture. 

8- Ministry of Health. 

9- Ministry of Foreign Trade and Industry.  

10- Ministry of International Co-operation. 

11- Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

12- National Committee for International conventions related to hazardous 

chemicals and wastes. 

13- Cairo and Ain Shams Universities.  

14- The National Research Center. 

15- Research Center Academy. 

 
B. At Regional level : 

1- The Arab League. 

2- Two participants from each Arab State (20 states). 

3- Two participants from Iran. 

4- Basel Center for Training and Technology Transfer to Arab States. 

 
C. At international level : 

1- Representative of Swiss government.  

2- Representative of the Swiss Embassy in Egypt. 

3- UNEP-United Nations Environmental Program – chemicals unit.  

4- GEF- Global Environmental Facilities. 

5- UNIDO - United Nations Industrial Development Organization. 

6- UNITAR - United Nations Institute for Training and Research. 
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List of Participants 
 

Name  Country  Phone Fax E-mail  
1.  Ms. Hinda 

Benmesbah +21321432804 +21321432897 b-hinda@hotmail 

2.  Mr. AbdelKrim 
Ould Ramoul +21321749513 +21321429349 o.ramoul.a.@caramail 

3.  Mr. Fateh Kouri 
 

 
 

Algeria 
 

+21321504545 +0021321504335 Fatkou5@hotmail.com 

4. Dr. Afaf Al 
Shoala +973 17-875175 +973 177 86 102 Asholabahrin.gov.bh 

5. Mr. A. Karim 
Rashid +973 17875170 +973 17786102 Kme2004@myway.com 

6. Mr. Abdulla Ali 
Alsitrawi 

 
 

Bahrain 

+97339604044 +97317279217 satrawi@batelco.com.bh 

7.  Mr. Houssein Ali 
Hassan +253 3354526 + 253 351618 idleeh@yahoo.fr 

8.  Mr. Idriss Ismael 
Nour 

 
 

Djibouti +253 3354526 + 253 351618 Idrissismael@hotmail.com 

9. Dr Mousa 
Ibrahim Mousa 202 02 5256452 202 02 5260588 moussai@link.net 

10. Eng. Tarek Eid 
Mohamed 202 02 5256452 202 02 5260588 Tarek_elruby@yahoo.com 

11. Eng. Adel El 
shafee 202 02 5256452 202 02 5260588  

12. Dr Salah 
Solaiman 

 
 
 

Egypt 

+20(3)5933480 +20(3)5933480 samsoliman@lnk.net 

13. Mr. Mostafa 
Sadeghi 
Meibodi 

+9821 9122 
157366 +98216740094 Sadeghi15@yahoo.com 

14. Mr. Mohsen 
Sarikhani 

 
 

Iran 
+984 2402046  sarkhanim@yahoo.com 

15. Shorouk 
Hamarneh     +962 -6-5685397 +962-6-5666147 Shura23a@hotmail.com 

cic@moh.gov.jo 
16. Mr. Mohamed 

Oglah Hussein 
Khashashneh 

 
 

Jordan 
+962-796984190 +962-6-5560288 mkhashashnah@yahoo.com 

17. Mr. Imad 
Nahhal Lebanon +961-1-849639 +961-1-849627 imadn@terra.net.lp 

18. Mr. Yousef 
Arebi Dougha     218 91 311 1864  DOUGHA57@YAHOO.COM 

19. Mr. Ali Mustafa 
Ali 218 91 3213099  amlfg@yahoo.com 

20. Mr. Mohamed 
Ahmed 
Elaoushar    

Libya 

061 224170 061 9080690  
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Name  Country  Phone Fax E-mail  
21.  Mr. Hamoud 

Ould 
Sid’Ahmed 

+222 6410836 +222 525 83 86 hosags@hotmail.com 

22.  Mr. Mohamed 
El Hadi Ould 
Taleb.   

+222 6543582 +222 5242486 ouldtalebme@yahoo.fr 

23. Mr. Ebnou Ould 
Ahmed 

 
 
 

Mauritania 

6594272 5258386 Ebnou1959@yahoo.com 

24. Ms. Naima 
Boukhsim 21237714976 21237299193 poukhsimnaima@yahoo.fr 

25.  Mr. Abdelhay 
Zerouali 21237681002 2127772658 a.zerouali@popmoroc.org 

26. Ms. Samira 
Azzaoui 

Morocco 

0021267428579 0021237772658 Azzaoui9@yahoo.fr 

27. Mr. Ahmed Al-
Zadjali 26962550 + 968 2469 2550  

28. Mr. Ibrahim 
Wadwadi + 968 9938 825 + 968 2469 2462 Wadwadi888@yahoo.com 

29. Mr. Suliman 
Altoubi 

Oman 

+ 968 9934 3190 + 968246920269 Altoubi68@hotmail.com 

30. Mr. Abdulla Al-
Naemi + 974 4437171 + 974 4415246 Hunter9991@hotmail.com 

31.  Ms. Noof Al-
Sulaiti 

Qatar 
+ 974 4437171 + 974 4415246 Noofal-sulaiti99@hotmail.com 

32. Mr. Sulaiman 
Al Zaben +966 505 684248 +966 6514832 Smz2002@ hotmail.com 

33. Mr. Abdullah 
Bjaili +966 505 684248 +966 6514832 abjaili@hotmail.com 

34. Mr. Abdul 
Mohsin 
Binfetten 

Saudi Arabia 

+966 505 684248 +966 6514832  

35. Ms. Alawia 
Abdel Wahid 
Sanad 

091280078 + 249 185339423 aliknfs@ hotmail.com 

36. Mr. Ahmed 
Mahgoub El 
Hindi 

+ 249 942927307 249183770701 Hindi39@ hotmail.com 

37. Ms. Rehab 
Abdelmageed 
Osman 

Sudan 
 

091784279 091787617 reehab499@hotmail.com 

38.  Ms. Afraa 
Nouh + 963114462658 +963119462658 Afraanauh@yahoo.com  

39.  Mr. Nader 
Ghazi + 963-114443729 +963-114443729 Nghazi56@hotmail.com 

40.  Mr. Adib Al-
Masri 

Syria 

+963-116915828 +963-114443729 adibhanan@maktoub.com 
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Name  Country  Phone Fax E-mail  
41. Dr. Maboub 

Hassan +97143965888 +97143962113 mahhboob@fea.gov.ae 

42. Mr. Ahmed 
Bosamrah   

United Arab 
Emirates + 97142956710 +97142957766 a.bosamrah@maf.uae.gov.ae 

43. Dr. Gamal 
Ellozy +967 1202019 +967 1 202 019 gallozy@y.net.ye 

44. Mr. Salem 
Baquhaizel +967 1202019 +967 1 202 019 sbaqu@y.net.ye 

45. Mr. Ali Al-
Dobhani 

Yemen 

+967 1202019 +967 1 202 019 Dobhani2822@yahoo.com 

46.  Mr. Nelson 
Sabogal BASEL +41-22-9178212 +41-7973454 Nelson.sabagal@unep.ch 

47.  Mr. Joseph 
DiGangi  +13125660985 +13124080682 dijangi@environmental 

health.ogr 
48. Dr Mohamed 

Abdel Salam 
El Banna 

Hospital Day  
Institution 

(NGOs) +202 368 28 27 +202 365 04 29 mbanna@starnet.com.eg 

49. Nermen Wafa LAs +202 5750511  Sa22402HOTMAIL.COM 
50. Ms. Gabriela 

Esther Laew  SAEFL    

51.  Dr. David 
Piper UNEP +47229178345 +41227973460 Dpiper@chemicals.unep.chemical

52.  Mr. Abdulelah 
Al Wadaee UNEP/ROWA (973)17812777 (973)178251101 Abdulelah.alwadaee@unep.org 

.bh 
53.  Ms Fatoumata 

Keita-Ouane UNEP-SWISS +41229178161 +41227973460 fouane@unep.ch 
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6. Signatory Countries & Parties: 
 

STOCKHOLM CONVENTION 
ON PERSISTENT ORGANIC 

POLLUTANTS (POPs) 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

Stockholm, 22 May 2001 
 Entry into force: 17 May 2004, in accordance with article 26 (1) see article 

26 which reads as follows: 

"1. This Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth 
day after the date of deposit of the fiftieth instrument of 
ratification acceptance, approval or accession. 

2. For each State or regional economic integration 
organization that ratifies, accepts or approves this 
Convention or accedes thereto after the deposit of the 
fiftieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the 
ninetieth day after the date of deposit by such State or 
regional economic integration organization of its 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession. 

 3. For the purpose of paragraphs 1 and 2, any instrument 
deposited by a regional economic integration organization 
shall not be counted as additional to those deposited by 
member States of that organization.". 

Registration: 17 May 2004, No. 40214. 

 
Status: .94: ,Parties151 : toriesSigna1
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PARTICIPANTS 
 

Participant Signature 
Ratification, Acceptance 

(A), Approval (AA), 
Accession (a) 

Algeria 5 Sep 2001  
Bahrain 22 May 2002  
Djibouti 15 Nov 2001 11 Mar 2004 
Egypt 17 May 2002 2 May 2003 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 23 May 2001  
Lebanon 23 May 2001 3 Jan 2003 
Madagascar 24 Sep 2001  
Mauritania 8 Aug 2001  
Mauritius 23 May 2001 13 Jul 2004 
Morocco 23 May 2001 15 Jun 2004 
Oman 4 Mar 2002 19 Jan 2005 
Qatar  10 Dec 2004 a 
Saudi Arabia 14 Mar 2002  
Sudan 23 May 2001  
Syrian Arab Republic 15 Feb 2002  
Tunisia 23 May 2001 17 Jun 2004 
United Arab Emirates 23 May 2001 11 Jul 2002 
Yemen 5 Dec 2001 9 Jan 2004 
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7. Working Groups: 
 

a. Working Groups List 

 
Group 1 

 
S NAME 

 
COUNTRY 

1. BENMESBAH, Ms. Hinda 
 

Algeria 

2. KOURI, Mr. Fateh 
 

Algeria 

3. AL-SHOALA, Dr. Afaf 
 

Bahrain 

4. HASSAN, Mr. Houssien Ali Djibouti 

5. Chem. Noha Abdel Hamed Egypt 

6. Eng Tarek Eid Egypt 

7. Dr Salah Soliman Egypt 

8. MEIBODI, Mr. Mostafa Sadeghi 
 

Iran, Islamic Rep. 

9. Dr. Mohamed  khashashneh 
 

Jordan 

10. DOUGHA, Mr. Yousef Arebi 
 

Libya (Tripoli) 

11. ALI, Mr. Ali Mustafa 
 

Libya (Tripoli) 

12. OULD TALEB, Mr. Mohamed El Hadi 
 

Mauritania 

13. AZZAOUI, Ms. Samira 
 

Morocco 

14. AL-ZADJALI, Mr. Ahmed 
 

Oman  

15. Mr Abdulla Al Naemi 
 

Qatar  

16. AL-ZABEN, Mr. Sulaiman M. 
 

Saudi Arabia 

17. EL HINDI, Mr. Ahmd Mahgoub 
 

Sudan 

18. OSMAN, Ms. Rehab Abdelmageed 
 

Sudan  
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19. GHAZI, Mr Nader 
 

Syrian Arab Rep 

20. BOSAMRAH, Mr. Ahmed 
 
 

United Arab Emirates    

21. BAQUHAIZEL, Mr. Salem 
 

Yemen  

22. ALLOZY, Mr. Gamal 
 

Yemen 

23. Dr Abdel Salam Elbana  
 

NGO 

24. Mr Nelson Sabogal 
 

UNEP /Basel Convention 

 
 

 
Group 2 

 
S NAME 

 
COUNTRY 

1. OULD RAMOUL,  Mr. Abdelkrim 
 

Algeria 

2. ALSITRAWI, Mr. Abdulla Ali 
 

Bahrain 

3. RASHID, Mr. A. Karim 
 

Bahrain 

4. NOUR, Mr. Idriss Ismael 
 

Djibouti 

5. Eng Adel El Shafai Egypt 

6. SARIKHANI, Mr. Mohsen 
 

Iran, Islamic Rep 

7. HAMARNEH, Ms. Shorouk 
 

Jordan 

8. NAHHAL, Mr. Imad 
 

Lebanon 

9. ELAOUSHAR, Mr Mohamed 
 

Libya 

10. OULD SID'AHMED, Mr. Hamoud 
 

Mauritania 

11. OULD AHMED, Mr. Ebnou 
 

Mauritania 

12. BOUKHSIM, Ms. Naima 
 

Morocco 

13. ZEROUALI, Mr. Abdelhay 
 

Morocco 
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14. WADWADI, Mr. Ibrahim 
 

Oman 

15. ALTOUBI, Mr. Suliman 
 

Oman 

16. BJAILI, Mr. Abdullah Saudi Arabia 

17. SANAD, Ms. Alawi Abdel Wahid Sudan 

18. NOUH Ms Afraa 
 

Syria Arab Rep 

19. AL-MASRI, Mr. Adib Syrian Arab Rep 

20. MAHBOUB Hassan  
 

United Arab Emirates 

21. Mr Ali Al –Dobhani 
 

Yemen 

22. Mrs Nermen Wafa Arab League 

23. Joseph DiGangi NGO 

24. Mr Abdel Ellah Al Wedaei UNEP 
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b. Points Disscused Through the 

 Working Groups  
 

Suggested Points to be discussed through the working group 
 
Questions – National Circumstances: 
 

• Is there already in place a specific legal and international framework on 
chemicals ,pesticide, hazardous waste management? 

• Does this frame work address hazardous waste, pesticides and industrial 
chemicals? 

• Does it address issues relating to the import and export of hazardous 
chemicals, pesticides, and hazardous waste  ? how? 

• Is this framework functioning adequately ? if not, what difficulties have been 
encountered? 

• Does the frame work already contain provisions to implement the Rotterdam, 
Stockholm, Basel Conventions Convention? The other instruments described 
part II of this Guide? 

• What would be involved if country decides to amend or enhance existing 
laws (including regulation) to implement the Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel 
Conventions and other related instruments? 

 
Questions – Rule of Law and Issues of capacity: 
 

• Are there any basic obstacles to the implementation of national laws to 
regulate chemicals and pesticides and hazardous waste? If so, what are they? 
For example, is there a lake of capacity and resources to implement the law? 

• If there a problem of fragmentation in these laws? A lake of clarity in terms 
of what they require, by whom, etc? 

• Is there problem in generation public awareness  of the laws, or a sense of 
commitment to follow the law? 

• What specific action should be taken to address these issues that might assist 
the implementation of the Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel Conventions? 

 
Questions – Structure and design of laws: 

 
• What is covered (regulated products, activities) 
• What exactly are the objectives , definitions of key terms, basic standards and 

obligations. 
• Who is subjects to the various obligations (e.g. for proper labeling of 

pesticides?) 
• When has a violation occurred ? Who is responsible for it? ( e.g. for 

mislabeled pesticides?) 
•  Who is responsible for taking action to enforce the laws in cases of non -

observance?   With methods? And what penalties for violations? 
• Are rights available to  seek compensation if harmed? By what methods? 
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How is compensation measured? Does it include economic loss? 
Environmental harm? 

 
Questions – Application of Key Concepts and Principles: 
 

• Do national laws reflect these key concepts and principles? 
• Does the legal framework at the national level include effective means to 

operationalize these in practice? For example: 
o Does this framework provide a basis to address' potential harms from 

toxic chemicals  , pesticide and hazardous waste throughout the life-
cycle, from extraction and development through use, trade, handling, 
storage and disposal? 

o Does the framework help to prevent harms from chemicals before 
they occur? For example, does it provide incentives to use substances 
or practices that are less harmful to health and the environment? 

o Does it provide for a science-based process, and a precautionary 
approach? Is there adequate legal authority to gather good scientific 
information? 

o Does it provide a system to inform the public and communities about 
the presence and release of toxic chemicals? 

o Does it recognize the possibility that certain communities (e.g., 
indigenous communities), groups or sub-populations (e.g., children, 
the elderly) are particularly at risk? How does it address this concern? 

o By which means is public participation achieved in the law and policy 
process? 

 
Questions – Implementation of International Instruments: 
 

• Have efforts been made to implement the FAO Code of Conduct into national 
legal systems? What is the status of these efforts? 

• Have efforts been made to implement the Stockholm Convention into the 
national legal system? What is the status of these efforts? 

• Have efforts been made to implement the Basel Convention, and other 
instruments mentioned in Part IT? What is the status of these efforts? 

• Have efforts been made to develop an improved chemicals management 
system under existing capacity building initiatives, including those of FAO, 
UNEP, UNITAR and other organizations? What is the status of these efforts? 

 
Questions – Institutional Basis: 
 

• Are there adequate financial and other resources to implement and enforce 
national laws on chemicals , chemicals and hazardous wastes? If not, how 
should the shortfalls be addressed? 

•  What steps could be taken to ensure sufficient resources to implement the 
Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel Conventions? 

• Does the legal framework establish a sufficiently clear division of 
responsibility among national authorities responsible to implement and 
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enforce the relevant laws? If not, in what respect are there overlaps and gaps? 
• Is there a sufficiently clear division of responsibility between national and 

sub-national authorities in these regards? If not, where are the overlaps and 
gaps? 

• What steps could be taken to resolve any problems in these regards? 
• Is there transparency and public participation in the work of the responsible 

institutions? 
 
Questions – Problems, Goals and Priorities: 
 

• What is the problem? Examples: 
o Effects on farm workers from use of pesticides 
o Effects on public from pesticide residues, chemicals and hazardous 

waste  on foods 
o  Effects of factory workers from exposure to toxics 
o Effects on people and wildlife of water and air contamination 

produced by industrial emissions/discharge, runoff. from agriculture 
or urban areas, emissions from transport, handling and disposal, 
accidents 

 
• What are the sources of this problem? Examples: 

o Lack of an adequate legal framework to prevent or control these 
problems? 

o Inability - or lack of political will - to implement and enforce existing 
legal framework? 

o Illegal trade in regulated substances? 
o Problems of observance of conditions of use (e.g., protective 

equipment is unavailable or not  used; users cannot read label 
instructions; mislabeling; etc.)? 

o Underlying social and economic factors (methods of production and 
agriculture, other)? 

• Do the national laws intend to cover all of only some of these problems? How 
is civil society involved in the development of goals and priorities? 

• Do the laws integrate goals, priorities and commitments from international 
instruments (see Part IT of this Guide)? 

• Do the laws specify a chosen level of protection against potential harms? 
What is this level of protection? Does it take into account particular risks for 
certain groups, e.g., children, others? 

 
Questions – Regulatory System for Pesticides: 
 

• Does the legal framework provide for a registration system?  
• Is it functioning effectively? How so or how not? 
• Are the conditions on the use of pesticides being observed by users? If not, or 

if it is not feasible or possible to enforce these conditions, is effective action 
being taken to redress the situation? Is consideration given to precautionary 
action? 
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• Does the legal framework contain provisions to implement the obligations of 
the Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel Conventions? Other international 
instruments? 

• Does it provide a supportive framework to pursue other actions noted above, 
such as JPM? 

 
Questions – Institutions Responsible for Chemicals Management: 
 

• Who is the DNA in your country (if there is one)? 
• Which national administrative authority or authorities has primary 

responsibility to implement regulatory systems relevant to pesticides? 
chemicals? 

• Which administrative authority or authorities has primary responsibility to 
implement national laws and regulations relevant to the Rotterdam, 
Stockholm, Basel Conventions? Possibilities: 

o Environmental Ministry 
o Ministry of Agriculture 
o Ministry of Health 
o Inter-Ministerial Committee represented by various ministries 

•  Does this administrative authority have adequate authority and status to carry 
out its responsibilities? For example, is it responsible for: 

o Developing and coordinating relevant policy matters? 
o Drafting regulations, as needed, to enable implementation? 
o Administering and implementing the relevant laws and regulations to 

carry out the various obligations of the Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel 
Conventions? 

o Monitoring observance of these laws and regulations? 
o Enforcing those laws and regulations? 

• Are other administrative authorities involved? Who are they possibilities: 
o  Ministry of Industry/Commerce 
o Ministry of Trade 
o Customs officials; Other 

• Is there a clear division of responsibility between the authorities? Is it 
followed in practice? Are there adequate means to coordinate among the 
responsible authorities? 

• Are any sub-national authorities involved in activities to implement the 
Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel Conventions? If so, is there a clear division of 
responsibility between the national and sub-national authorities? Are there 
adequate means to coordinate among the responsible authorities 

 
Questions – Enabling Civil Society Participation: 
 

• Does the legal framework provide civil society with notice and an 
opportunity 11 to comment on: 

o Proposed regulations relevant to chemicals management? 
o Proposed decisions relating to the registration or re-registration of 

pesticides? Or the licensing for use of industrial chemicals? 
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• Are there other means by which civil society can participate in this law and 
policy process, e.g., through advisory bodies or commissions? If so, do these 
promote effective public participation? 

• Do those injured by exposures to pesticides and/or industrial chemicals, 
including those covered by the Rotterdam, Stockholm, Basel Conventions 
and other instruments, have legal rights to bring claims for recovery? Are 
these effective? 

• Is there a means by which members of the public can challenge action 
inaction by the government, such as a failure to enforce protective laws 
relating to pesticides and chemicals? 

• Are there systems to require polluters to provide public information about 
toxic substances and emissions in communities (based on community right to 
know)? 

• Are there sufficient mechanisms and procedures to enable effective 
participation in the decision making process by groups that might be at 
particular risk from pesticides and industrial chemicals? 
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d. Working Groups Recommendations 
 

Recommendations of Working Group (1) 
 
Recommendations were made on national, regional and international levels in the 
light of defined problems. 
 

 First problem: Inadequacy and Confusion of legislations and lack of 
mechanisms for their implementation. In this respect, we recommend the 
following:  

 
• At local and international levels: 

 
1. Achieving compatibility and completion of local legislations to cover the 

different stages of handling chemicals and wastes (import, export, 
storage, transport, use, handling of wastes). 
 

2. Achieving compatibility of local legislations to comply with the 
obligations of related international Conventions (Stockholm – Rotterdam 
and Basel). 

 
3. Preparing and developing strategies and executive action plans to 

chemical management and holding workshops on national priorities and 
targeted objectives. 

 
4. Making benefit from international and other regional experience and 

encouraging Secretariats of Conventions and funding authorities to help 
in this filed. 

 
5. Setting the adequate mechanisms to enter these legislations into force. 

 
 Second problem: Lack of functional, technical and human resources. In this 

respect, we recommend the following: 
 

1. Encouraging status to provide the adequate funding to implement the 
programs suggested in the strategies and work plans. 

 
2. setting sustainable training programs for those working in the filed of 

chemicals and waste management from different competent authorities, 
the Customs and health authorities…etc. 

 
3. Establishing adequate organizational infrastructure for stakeholders 

concerned with chemicals management. 
 

4. Stressing the importance of handling chemicals and wastes safely in 
educational curricula in schools, collages and universities. 
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5. Encouraging the funding status to provide technical and functional 
support to status of the Arab region through:  

 
• Getting benefit from Cairo Center for Training and Technology 

Transfer through available, funded programs and demanding the 
secretariats to expand the representation of Arab status in 
technical and legal meetings and also in conference of parties in 
order to have their influence in decision making.   

 
 Third problem: weakness of  analytical capabilities. In this respect, we 

recommend the following: 
 

• At national level: 
 

1. Encouraging states to establish laboratories for analyzing chemicals and 
wastes to support surveillance on chemicals and waste management. 

 
• At regional level: 

 
1. Supporting Cairo Center by establishing and developing laboratories for 

making specialized testes related to chemicals and other wastes and 
supporting other efforts to establish similar laboratories in the Arab 
region. 

 
2. Coordination with Other regional centers. 

 
Recommendations of Working Group (2) 

 
1. Holding workshop on (GHS). 
 
2. Encouraging states to ratify on environmental conventions related to 

hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
 

3. Establishing  a regional center for the Arab states related to Stockholm 
Convention . 

 
4. Making sure that the Customs Authorities are aware of how to handle 

hazardous chemicals and wastes safely (Green Customs). 
 

5. Setting a plane defining the responsibility for illegal traffic in hazardous 
chemicals. 
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8. Workshop Recommendations: 
 
 
Recommendations : 
 
First :Legislative Framework 

1. Defining  and continuing to work on issuing local legislations related to the 
integrated management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 

2. Achieving a compromise among local  legislations in away that is compatible 
with fulfilling the obligations of international conventions related to 
hazardous chemicals and wastes. 

3. Encouraging states of the region to achieve mutual  and regional cooperation 
for the integrated management of hazardous chemicals and wastes . 

 
Second :Institutional framework   

1. Establishing national institutions and infrastructure related to hazardous 
chemicals and substances and relying on adequate coordinating mechanisms 
inside each institution and among different ones . 

2. Working on mechanisms and programs for monitoring and checking on the 
management of hazardous chemicals and wastes in their different stages of 
handling. 

3. Working on the establishment of a mechanism to achieve communication 
among national coordinators of environmental agreements in general  
(international coordinators) and specific agreements related to hazardous 
chemicals with national coordinators.    

 
Third: Human and Financial Resources  

1. Providing adequate financial balances to support national capacities and 
technical and administrative development in hazardous chemicals and waste 
institutions. 

 
Fourth :Technical Experience  

1. Drawing up a continuous training programs to those working in the field of 
sound environmental management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 

 
2. Providing financial support needed to establish and develop centers for the 

safe disposal of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
 

3. Establishing and supporting reference laboratories for the purpose of 
monitoring hazardous chemicals and wastes. 

 
4. Gaining benefit from available programs of the regional center for training 

and technology transfer   in Cairo and supporting the role it plays. 
 

5. Supporting scientific research in universities and research centers to serve the 
sound management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
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6. Developing educational curricula to teach principles of preventive 
management of the environment , that includes handling hazardous chemicals 
and wastes. 

 
7. Preparing national and regional inventories on expired chemicals and 

pesticides for the purpose of safe disposal. 
 

8. Working on a mechanism for coordination and cooperation among regional 
and international bureaus present in the region in order to gain benefit from 
their activities. 

 
9. Preparing a guidance for national and regional experts in the fields related to 

the sound management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
 

10. Encouraging communication and information exchange among national 
experience centers to gain benefit from different experience and experiments. 

 
11. Supporting efforts of the media by providing the required materials needed to 

work on different media programs to raise awareness concerning sound 
management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 

 
12. Involving and supporting civil society organizations and associations and 

providing the necessary information and training programs in order that they 
be effective partners in all the different stages of hazardous chemicals and 
waste management. 

 
13. Training the staff working in the customs authority on the safe and legal 

handling of hazardous chemicals and wastes. 
 
Basel and Rotterdam Conventions 

• Developing a clear ,financial mechanism for the convention 
• Establishing an international mechanism to prevent illegal traffic in 

chemicals.  
 

Basel convention  
• Urging Arab states to study a partnership document for the purpose of facing 

the challenge of hazardous waste international movement and to have a 
unified Arab stand in this respect. 

• Working on the ratification of resolution 3/1. 
• Not opening article 7before resolution 3/1entered into force. 
• Urging the secretariat to hold workshops for states of the region on liability 

and compensation protocol. 
• Supporting the national regional center. 

 
Stockholm convention 

• Urging Arab states to ratify on Stockholm convention . 
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• Encouraging the Arab states and the secretariat of the convention to support 
the national implementation plan program in the Arab states. 

• Considering the Toolkit a guiding document that is not legally binding to 
partner states in the present situation. 

 
SAICM,GHS: 

• Supporting the idea that the proposed structure of the SAICM be on three 
levels: 

1. An international program with defined objectives and a time schedule. 
2. A strategy of collective bases. 
3. A high-ranking announcement.  

• Asking the UNITAR/ILO and UNEP-Chemical to hold two workshops for 
Arab countries on defining the nature of SAICM, GHS in Egypt. 

• Supporting the Green Customers Program and holding two workshops on 
defining this initiative. 

• Achieving cooperation  and coordination among international conventions 
related to chemicals and wastes . 
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 :وصيات ورشة العملت .9
 
 

 :التوصيات
 
 :اإلطار التشريعي: أوال 

ر واستكمال وإصدار التشريعات المحلية المتعلقة بمنظومة اإلدارة المتكاملة للمواد حص -1
 .والمخلفات الكيميائية الخطرة

العمل على توفيق التشريعات المحلية بحيث تفي بمتطلبات االتفاقيات الدولية ذات الصلة  -2
 .بالمواد الكيميائية والنفايات الخطرة

ائي واإلقليمي فى توحيد األطر التشريعية الخاصة حث دول المنطقة على التعاون الثن -3
 .باإلدارة المتكاملة للمواد والمخلفات الكيميائية الخطرة

االستفادة من جهود الفريق العربي المعنى باالتفاقيات الدولية الخاصة بالمواد والنفايات  -4
ط اتصال الخطرة آآلية عربي لعرض موقف موحد فى المؤتمرات الدولية وتفعيل مشارآة نقا

 .فى أعمال هذا الفريق) Focal Points(االتفاقيات الثالثة 
 
 :البناء المؤسسي: ثانيا

إنشاء المؤسسات والهياآل الوطنية الخاصة بالمواد والمخلفات الكيميائية الخطرة واعتماد  -1
 .آليات التنسيق المناسبة داخل وبين هده الجهات

بة إلدارة المواد والنفايات الخطرة بكافة العمل على إيجاد آليات وبرامج للرصد والرقا -2
 .مراحل تداولها

المنسقين (العمل على إنشاء آلية للتواصل بين نقاط االرتباط الوطنية لالتفاقيات البيئية عامة  -3
 .واالتفاقيات الخاصة بالكيماويات الخطرة مع المنسقين الوطنيين) الدوليين

 )د بيانات التى ليس لها قواع(بناء قواعد بيانات للدول  -4
 
 :الموارد البشرية والمالية: ثالثا

العمل على توفير الموازنات المالية الكافية  لدعم قدرات الكوادر الوطنية والتطوير الفني  -1
  ,GEF واإلداري بمؤسسات إدارة  المواد الكيميائية والمخلفات الخطرة واالستفادة من برنامج 

 ., UNEP/ Row,  . UNEP/ AFRICAومؤسسة
 

 :الخبرات الفنية: بعًارا
وضع برامج تدريبية مستمرة لتأهيل العاملين فى مجال اإلدارة البيئية السليمة للكيماويات  -1

 .والنفايات الخطرة
توفير االعتمادات المالية الالزمة إلنشاء  وتطوير مراآز التخلص اآلمن من المواد  -2

 .والمخلفات الكيميائية الخطرة
 .لرصد المواد والمخلفات الكيميائية الخطرةإنشاء ودعم مختبرات مرجعية  -3
االستفادة من البرامج المتاحة بالمرآز اإلقليمي للتدريب ونقل التكنولوجيا الموجود بالقاهرة  -4

 .ودعم الدور الذي يقوم به
دعم البحث العلمي بالجامعات ومراآز البحوث وتوظيف أبحاثه لخدمة اإلدارة السليمة للمواد  -5

 .ية الخطرةوالمخلفات الكيميائ
تطوير مناهج التعليم لغرس مبادئ مفاهيم اإلدارة الوقائية للبيئة بما فيها التعامل مع المواد  -6

 .والمخلفات الكيميائية الخطرة
إعداد جرد وطني وإقليمي للكيماويات والمبيدات منتهية الصالحية تمهيدًا للتخلص اآلمن  -7

 .منها
جهات اإلقليمية والدولية الموجودة بالمنطقة لزيادة إيجاد آلية للتنسيق والتعاون بين مكاتب ال -8

 .االستفادة من أنشطتها
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إعداد دليل للخبراء الوطنيين واإلقليميين فى المجاالت المتعلقة باإلدارة السليمة للمواد  -9
 .والمخلفات الخطرة

 خبراتها تشجيع التواصل بين مراآز الخبرة الوطنية وربطها وتبادل المعلومات لالستفادة من -10
 .وتجاربها

دعم جهود اإلعالم من خالل توفير المادة اإلعالمية الالزمة لتنفيذ برامج إعالمية مختلفة   -11
 .تخدم التوعية باإلدارة السليمة للمواد والمخلفات الخطرة

 وبرامج ةإشراك ودعم منظمات وجمعيات المجتمع المدني ومدها بالمعلومات الضروري -12
 .ًال فى جميع مراحل إدارة المواد والمخلفات الخطرةالتدريب لتكون شريكا فعا

للتعامل اآلمن ) المنافذ البرية والبحرية والجوية والحدود(تأهيل وتدريب العاملين بالجمارك  -13
والقانوني مع المواد والمخلفات الكيمائية الخطرة ورفع توصية بذلك إلى مديرين الجمارك بالدول 

 .ةالعربية وجمهورية إيران اإلسالمي
 

 روتردام
 . تطوير آلية مالية واضحة باالتفاقية  •

 .وضع آلية دولية لمنع االتجار غير المشروع للمواد الكيمائية  •
 

 بازل
على دراسة وثيقة الشراآة من أجل مواجهة  وجمهورية إيران اإلسالمية حث الدول العربية  •

 .بي موحد بهذا الشأنتحدى نقل  النفايات الخطرة على المستوى العالمي و اتخاذ موقف عر
 3/1اإلسراع في التصديق على القرار  •

 . حيز النفاذ 3/1عدم فتح الملحق السابع قبل دخول قرار الخطر  •
 .حث األمانة على عقد ورشات عمل لدول المنطقة بشأن بروتوآول   المسئولية  و التعويض •

 .اإلقليميدعم المرآز  •
 

 استكهولم
 .على المصادقة على اتفاقية استكهولم اإلسالمية وجمهورية إيران حث الدول العربية  •
) NIP( و أمانة االتفاقية على دعم برنامج وجمهورية إيران اإلسالميةحث الدول العربية •

 .وجمهورية إيران اإلسالميةفي الدول العربية خطط العمل الوطنية 
 .لي وثيقة إرشادية و ليس ملزم للدول األطراف على وضعها الحاToolkitاعتبار ال •

 
 SAICM ,GHS) النهج االستراتيجي العالمي للكيماويات ، النظام العالمي الموحد( 
 : على ثالثة مستوياتSAICMدعم أن يكون الهيكل المقترح لل •

 .برنامج عالمي مشفوع بأهداف محددة و جدول زمني  .1
 .استراتيجية بأساسيات جامعة  .2

 .إعالن رفيع المستوى .3
الدول  عقد ورشتي عمل خاصة بUNEP-chemical و UNITAR/ILO الطلب من •

 . في مصر SAICM ,GHS ــللتعريف بالعربية 
وعقد ورشتي عمل للتعريف ) الجمارك الخضراء  ( Green Customs) (دعم برنامج   •

 .بهذه المبادرة
التعاون و التنسيق بين الجهات الدولية العاملة في المنطقة لدعم تنفيذ االتفاقيات الدولية ذات  •

  .ة بالمواد الكيميائية و النفايات الصل
 
 
 
 


